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SARS-CoV2 Rerun and Retesting Guidance 

 

1. Introduction 

Rerun and retesting in the presence of a COVID-19 test result is usually reserved for 

persons for whom the authorities has a high index of suspicion in the presence of a test 

result. The following are the circumstances in which, a rerun or a retest would be 

considered and allowed. 

 

2. Scope 

Rerun and retesting of a COVID-19 positive sample. 

 

3. Circumstances that require review for  a rerun or a retest  

i. The results for SARS-CoV2 is “Inconclusive”  

ii. A non-conformance, either a ‘discrepancy’ or an ‘error’ in the testing process 

identified. A discrepancy being process, test results and procedures are inconsistent. 

An error being Human/System problems and adherence to a procedure/ failure of a 

process. 

iii. The results for SARS-CoV2 is “Positive” and if  

a. The ‘Cycle Threshold’ or the CT value is considered high, given the testing kit.  

b. In an island where there is less movement from other islands and there are no 

cases- if a case is positive, none of the contacts are positive, and no link to 

place where there is a community spread or link to a resort, a boat crew, or 

guest-house island.  

 

4. Protocol to follow for a rerun/ restest of a sample  

When any of the above-mentioned circumstances is identified during the review of a 

result, the following protocol must be followed.  

i. The first sample would be allowed a rerun and if the results are not consistent with 

the initial results reported, a second sample must be taken to confirm the results.   
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ii. The retest of the sample should be done at national reference  laboratory which is 

Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital (IGMH), irrespective of where the  initial test was 

carried out (including those done initially at IGMH).  

iii. When the results for SARS-CoV2 is inconclusive, a second sample must be taken 

after 48 hours of initial sampling.  

 

5. Definitions: 

i. Rerun of sample - is testing the existing sample 

ii. Retest of sample - is testing with a new sample 
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